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WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us and lead us so that we may delight
in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour
out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort
them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SCRIPTURES
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. To
know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is
possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.
31The

days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I
was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I
will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to
each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
Word of God. Word of Life
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 46
God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
3 though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5 God

is in the midst of the city, it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns.
6 The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
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7 The

LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.
8 Come, behold the works of the LORD;
see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
he burns the shields with fire.
10 “Be

still, and know that I am God!
I am exalted among the nations,
I am exalted in the earth.”
11 The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human beings
make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through
the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our
faith in Jesus Christ.
19Now

we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every
mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being
will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge
of sin.
21But

now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law
and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For
there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward
as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously
committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the
one who has faith in Jesus.
27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the
law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
The Holy Gospel according to St. John
Glory to you, O Lord
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets people
free from sin.
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said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We
are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying,
‘You will be made free’?”
34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The
slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if
the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
31Jesus

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

SPECiAL MUSIC

Pastor David

Lord Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word

J. G. Walther

*APOSTLES’ CREED
Together, with the whole church, let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.
Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error,
reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it.
Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy
habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any
kind. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer
In your love, you guide with justice. Inspire leaders for truthful conversations and wise policies, that
decisions are made for the good of all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In your love, you tenderly care for your children and nurse them to health. Bring relief to all those who
need healing, hope, or restoration this day (especially Lillie, Lisa, Jack, Marilyn, Randy, Andrew,
Renae, Marie, Catherine, David, Paul, Harold, Marie, Dennis, Merle, Barbara, Kenneth, Deb, Barbara
and Lenny). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their
commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope
of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In your love, we remember those who were dear to us and now rest in you. We give thanks for Martin
Luther and all who seek to reform and renew your church. Give us courage to live out your gospel,
revealing your love until our days on earth have ended. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you
And also with you.
OFFERING
*OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
You have set before us these gifts of your good creation.
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet,
nourish us with this rich food and drink,
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread gave thanks, broke it and gave it to
his disciples saying: Take and eat, this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Prepare the banquet table
where Christ gives himself as food and drink.
COMMUNION
Gathered together in your homes, you may now offer communion to each other saying
“This is my body which is given for you” when you offer the wafer/bread; and then hold up
the juice/wine, give thanks, offer the juice/wine saying “this is my blood which is shed for you.”

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, gracious God,
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ.
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,
into your beloved vineyard
to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst,
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
*BLESSING
HYMN

How Firm A Foundation
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
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Message from Church Council
Church Council wishes to thank the members who have continued their weekly donations. Our
church’s vitality depends on our fellowship strength and our financial strength. Thank you to all who
make this possible!
Church Council will have open positions to be filled for the upcoming year. We have members whose
terms are up. If you are interested in serving your church, please see a current Council member or
call the church office. Serving on Church Council is a truly rewarding experience.
The bulletins are being presented in honor of the birthdays of Kira Edelman (10/15) and Leon
Edelman (10/27) by parents Tiny & Reenie!

Happenings This Week:
The Adult Bible Study invites you to join a Zoom meeting at 8:30AM Sundays. Please contact Deb
Long for more information at debra.reed588@comcast.net A Zoom link will be sent to you.
They are doing a unit entitled “the Many Faces of Wisdom”. Each week’s lesson is a separate,
stand-alone unit. No Bible knowledge is needed – just a willingness to listen, learn and share. Added
bonus: you get to see the others without a mask!

Church Council will be holding their October meeting this Monday, 10/26, at 7:00PM in the multipurpose room.
Information from Montgomery County was received about their Montco Cares Program (MCP),
specifically dealing with financial assistance for child care. You can email them at
FamilyMCPapplications@montcopa.org Applications are due by November 2nd.
Let your voice be heard on November 3rd. If you have any questions about where to vote, or need
general information please go to www.VotesPa.com

The Open Link’s food pantry served almost 40% more people this year and they fully expect this need
to continue, especially during the holiday season. They have a Thanksgiving Meal Program which
provides families in need in our community with a turkey (or a $10 gift card for a meat/alternative of
their choice) as well as all the traditional sides of a Thanksgiving dinner. You can help The Open Link
meet this increased need by donating non-perishable food items at their Pennsburg office or by going
to their website to make an on-line donation.
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