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WELCOME
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, death,
and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to which we
were called at baptism.
Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of
reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the
celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us
even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.
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*Hymn

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

712

v.1: Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, who upon the cross
forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed. We your servants, bring the worship not of choice
alone, but heart; consecrating to your purpose every gift which you impart
v.2: Still your children wander homeless, still the hungry cry for bread, still the captives long for
freedom, still in grief we mourn our dead. As you Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed
the soul; by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole.
v.3: As we worship grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light in its height and depth and
greatness dawns upon our quickened sight; making known the needs and burdens your compassion
bids us bear, stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share.
v.4: Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go to the child, the youth, the
aged, love in living deeds to show; hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace
we give, that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live.
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love
one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve
others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Exodus 12: 1-4 [5-10] 11-14
Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover. This festival featured
the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God’s people from the threat of death. The early church
described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers
God’s people from sin and death.
1The

LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of
Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each
household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining
one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.
[5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the
goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled
congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take some of the blood and put it on the
two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same
night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of
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it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let
none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. ]
11This

is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your
hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the LORD. 12For I will pass through the land of
Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and
animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign
for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
14This

day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD;
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(Please join in the reading of the Psalm)

PSALM: Psalm 116: 1-2, 12-19
1I

love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
2for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever I called.
12How

shall I repay the LORD
for all the good things God has done for me?
13I will lift the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
14I

will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people.
15Precious in your sight, O LORD,
is the death of your servants.
16O

LORD, truly I am your servant;
I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds.
17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the LORD.
18I

will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people,
19in the courts of the LORD‘s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26
In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ and with one another
because it involves his body given for us and the new covenant in his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a
living proclamation of Christ’s death until he comes in the future.
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23For

I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he
was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my
body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
25In

the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
The Word of the Lord..
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL: John 13: 1-17, 31b-35
The Holy Gospel according to St. John
Glory to you, O Lord.
The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned elsewhere: Jesus performs the
duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the same for one another.
1Now

before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the
end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And
during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had
come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel
around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are
you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you
will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash
you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands
and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet,
but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him;
for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
12After

he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to
them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for
that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash
one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to
you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater
than the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”
31b“Now

the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am
with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you,
‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
-5-

SERMON

*HYMN

Pastor Russ

Ah, Holy Jesus

349

v.1: Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended that we to judge thee have in hate pretended? By foes
derided, by thine own rejected. O most afflicted.
v.2: Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? Alas my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.
Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified thee.
v.3: Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; the slave hath sinned and the Son hath
suffered, for our atonement while we nothing heeded, God interceded.
v.4: For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation; thy death of
anguish and thy bitter passion, for my salvation.
v.5: Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, I do adore thee and will ever pray thee; think on
thy pity and thy love unswerving, not my deserving.

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come.
Amen.
*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
United by the servant love of God in Christ, we pray this holy night for the needs of the world.
You call your people to hand on what we receive from you. Form all the baptized into teachers of
faith. From one generation to the next, give your church hunger for your promises in the sacraments
and joy in receiving and sharing your word. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Your creation provides all that we need. Cleanse and protect the water you have given for washing
and drinking, water on which all life depends. Sustain crops and herds that provide food; teach us
how to live so that there is enough for all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Preserve people throughout the world who flee violence and oppression. Establish just leadership in
place of tyranny and peace in place of war. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Jesus loved his followers to the end. Grant assurance of that love to all who need it: those living with
guilt, those struggling to forgive, those who are lonely or overlooked. Heal the sick and embrace the
dying. Bring healing comfort to Lillie, Lisa, Jack, Marilyn, Randy, Andrew, Renae, Charlie, Marie,
David, Harold, Marie, Dennis, Steve, Barbara, Pat, Kenneth, Deb, Barbara, Lenny, June, Mary
Jane, and Charlene. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Jesus washed the feet of the one who betrayed him. Inspire this congregation’s ministries of service,
that we love as Jesus loved us. Give us renewed courage to serve all people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your glory shone in the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. We thank you for generations of
the faithful who have proclaimed our Lord’s death. Unite us with them in hope until he comes again.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Hear these and all our prayers, O God, in the name of the one who loves us to the end, Jesus Christ
our Redeemer.
Amen.
OFFERING
*OFFERING PRAYER
Faithful God,
you walk beside us in desert places,
and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.
Accompany us in this meal,
that we may pass over from death to life
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples saying:
Take and eat, this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus draws the whole world to himself.
Come to this meal and be fed.
COMMUNION
Gathered together in your homes, you may now offer communion to each other saying
“This is the body of Christ given for you” when you offer the wafer/bread; and then hold up
the juice/wine, give thanks, offer the juice/wine saying “this is the blood of Christ shed for you.”

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament
you strengthen us with the saving power
of your suffering, death, and resurrection.
May this sacrament of your body and blood
so work in us that the fruits of your redemption
will show forth in the way we live,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen
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SPECIAL MUSIC Herzlibster Jesu, Was Hast du Verbrochen (Ah, Holy Jesus, How Has
Thou Offended)
Helmut Walcha
Judith Love, organ

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR
The altar represents Christ and the removal of the vessels and paraments are symbolic of the
humiliation of Christ. Psalm 22 will be read as each vessel and parament is removed.

(please witness and listen silently)

April 2nd is Good Friday.
The Upper Perk Ministerium will be holding The Stations of the Cross. They will begin the walk at
12Noon from the following three sites: Pennsburg UCC (8th & Main Street, Pennsburg); Catholic Life
Center (6th & Main Street, East Greenville) or New Goshenhoppen UCC (1070 Church Road, East
Greenville). You may begin at any one of these sites. The Stations will conclude here on the front
steps of St. Mark’s. Pastor Russ will then offer Good Friday Prayer & Meditation at or about 1:00 PM.
This will take the place of the evening service.
April 4th is Easter Sunday
There will be a sunrise service at the cemetery at 6:30 AM
The Easter Sunday Worship Service is at 10:15 AM. This service will be held in the courtyard – or in
your car if you prefer. If you wish to remain in your car, please tune in to 99.3 FM to hear the service.
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