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Soloist: Jill Haldeman
Lay Reader: Kathy Romich
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Please take time during the prelude to prepare your heart and mind for worship
*Indicates Congregational Standing

PRELUDE

Now the Green Blade Rises

Michael Burkhardt

WELCOME

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We thank you, Risen Christ
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
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To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!

380

v.1: Hallelujah! Jesus lives! He is now the Living One; from the gloomy halls of death, Christ the
conqueror, has gone, bright forerunner to the skies of his people, yet to rise.
v.2: Jesus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and mournful sigh? Christ who died our brother
here, lives our brother still on high, lives forever to bestow blessings on his church below.
v.3: Jesus lives! And thus my soul, life eternal waits for you; joined to Christ, your living head, where
he is, you shall be too; with the Lord, at God’s right hand, as a victor you shall stand.
v.4: Jesus lives! Let all rejoice. Praise him, ransomed of the earth. Praise him in a nobler song,
cherubim of heavenly birth. Praise victor, King, whose sway sin and death and hell obey..
v.5: Hallelujah! Angels sing! Join with us in hymns of praise. Let your chorus swell the strain which
our feebler voices raise; Glory to our God above and on earth his peace and love.

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 8: 26-40
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having been to
Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is
baptized by Philip.
26An

angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he
was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join
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it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip
to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or
about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to
him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and
the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded
the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip
baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as
he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.
34The

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(please join in reading the psalm responsively)
PSALM: Psalm 22: 25-31
25From

you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.

26The

poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!

27All

the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all the families of nations shall
bow before God.
28For

dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.

29Indeed,

all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who go down to the dust, though
they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
30Their

descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.

31They

shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying to them, “The LORD has

acted!”
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SECOND READING: 1 John 4: 7-21
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen, while
hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others because the
essence of God is love.
7Beloved,

let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
know God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this
is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever
seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
13By

this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And
we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides
in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and
believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so
are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved
us.
20Those

who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters
also.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL: John 15: 1-8
The Holy Gospel according to St. John
Glory to you, O Lord.
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those who
abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing.

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.
3You

have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in
you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless
you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
6Whoever

does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
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whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit
and become my disciples.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Russ Crouthamel

Now the Green Blade Rises

379

v.1: Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again that with the dead has been; love has come again like wheat arising green.
v.2: In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, thinking that he would never wake again, laid in
the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; love is come again like wheat arising green.
v.3: Forth he came at Easter like the risen grain, he that for three days in the grave had lain; raised
from the dead my living Lord is seen; love is come again like wheat arising green.
v.4: When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain, your touch can call us back to life again; fields of
our hearts that dead and bare have been; love is come again like wheat arising green

HOLY BAPTISM

PRESENTATION
Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font. The assembly is seated.

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of
baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus
Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy
Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.
Sponsors for the candidate present the child

We present Ashley Nicole O’Donnell for baptism.
The presiding minister addresses parents:

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have Ashley baptized
into Christ?
Response: We do.
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As you bring Ashley to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help Ashley grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: We do.
The presiding minister addresses sponsors:

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Ashley in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's
Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
Response: We do.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly:

People of God, do you promise to support Ashley and pray for her in her new life in Christ?
We do.

*PROFESSION

OF FAITH

The presiding minister addresses the child for baptism as well as the parents and sponsors. The assembly may join in the
responses.

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response:
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response:
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response:
I renounce them.
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.Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
*THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you
delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the
baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us
up to live in you.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of
baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
The congregation may be seated

BAPTISM
Ashley Nicole, I baptize you in the name of the Father ☩ and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons
new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Sustain Ashley with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence,
both now and forever.
Amen.
Ashley Nicole, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of
Christ forever.
Amen.

WELCOME
A lighted candle is now given to the newly baptized (to a sponsor if a young child) as a representative of the congregation
says:

Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.
The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of the congregation leads the assembly in the
welcome.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God's creative and redeeming
word to all the world.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you. Cleanse us by your
word and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to your love.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of creation, may we seek
vital connections among all that depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assurance of your abiding
presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those they are called to serve. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your love: those who are
struggling, those who feel lost or forgotten. Provide for the needs of all especially Buddy, Lillie,
Lisa, Jack, Marilyn, Randy, Andrew, Renae, Charlie, Marie, David, Harold, Marie, Dennis, Steve,
Barbara, Pat, Kenneth, Deb, Barbara, Lenny, June, MaryJane and Charlene. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit. With them, may our hearts live forever in
your keeping. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Draw Us To You

*OFFERING PRAYER
God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
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Michael Burkhardt

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

*LORD'S PRAYER
Pastor: Gathered Into One By The Holy Spirit, Let Us Pray As Jesus Taught Us –
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
Music during distribution:
Soul, Adorn Yourself With Gladness

Michael Burkhardt

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*BENEDICTION
P: May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us into children of God through the
resurrection of God's Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of God's blessing.
C: Amen.
P: May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you
holy and worthy to be united with Christ forever.
C: Amen.
P: May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance.
C: Amen.
P: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you for ever.
C: Amen!

SENDING HYMN
Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death

452

v.1: Awake, O sleeper, rise from death and Christ shall give you light; so learn his love, its length and
breadth, its fullness, depth and height.
v.2: To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear release, to give the Spirit’s unity, the very
bond of peace.
v.3: There is one body and one hope, one Spirit and one call, one Lord, one faith and one baptism,
one God who made us all.
v.4: Then walk in love as Christ has loved, who died that he might save, with kind and gentle hearts
forgive as God in Christ forgave..
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DISMISSAL:
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia, alleluia!
P: Go in peace. Share the Good News!
C: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Toccata in E Minor

Johann Pachelbel

****************************************
We welcome everyone to worship on this second Sunday of Easter. Holy Communion is offered to
all baptized Christians. If you would like more information on baptism, Pastor Russ would love to
speak with you!
It is our plan to hold worship outdoors in the courtyard and/or parking lot going forward. It is our hope
we become adept at making the outdoor services go smoothly. It is our wish that it won’t be too long
before we can gather indoors again. Thank you for your patience and understanding!
In order to ensure the least possible risk of covid transmission during these courtyard gatherings, we
ask that singing only be done by the song leader. Please maintain a safe distance from each other.
Masks are required. Thank you for helping us all stay safe and well!

BAPTISM
Today we welcome into baptism Ashley Nicole O’Donnell, the daughter of Casey and Julie O’Donnell.
The sponsors for the baptism are Jeffrey John Spillane, Ashley’s uncle and Heather Marie Mack,
Ashley’s aunt. This is quite a special day for Ashley and her parents – and grandparents! Ashley will
celebrate her first birthday next week. Happy Birthday!

COURTYARD OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Russ will be keeping some of his office time outside in the courtyard. He’ll be there on
Mondays from 9-11 AM and again on Tuesdays from 1-3 PM. He will be there rain or shine! (If it’s
going to be raining a lot, he’ll make sure there’s a tent set up.) Please note that Monday, May 3rd,
morning office hours will not be held due to a previous appointment.
Come visit, pray together, share Holy Communion with him, or just say hello! Pastor Russ will keep
those courtyard office hours at least throughout the summer, and as far into the fall as is possible
before it gets too cold.
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If you’d like to meet with Pastor Russ at another time (whether indoors or outside), send him an
email at pastor@stmarkspennsburg.com.

CEMETERY NEWS
The cemetery has an open position for part-time work. If you are interested, please contact Charlie
Schultz at 610-462-8284 or call the church office.
The Cemetery Committee would like to remind you that planting is not allowed in the cemetery. If you
have planted flowers, please arrange to remove them. Plantings make it difficult for cemetery
upkeep. Thanks for your help with this.

OTHER NEWS
The link for viewing our live service over the internet is on our website. For listening to the service
from our parking lot, please tune your car radio to 99.3 FM.
The Open Link is holding a fundraiser – Planting Hope 2021.
This is an auction. If you go to their website, you will find more information about the auction. You
will also be able to register and see the items being auctioned.
Outreach is busy distributing a very generous clothing donation from Barry & Linda Fox. The clothing
is going to The Well and to the PJ Project. Outreach is planning the next event – June 11th. Mark
your calendars! Outreach is also starting a Youth Outreach Group for the older kids. They are
coming up with some great ideas. Stay tuned!

GERANIUMS FOR PENTECOST
Pentecost is May 23rd. We are hoping to decorate the courtyard with red geraniums to celebrate this
day! If you want to join in this celebration, please use the order form insert in this bulletin. The plants
are $4.50 each. There is a May 10th deadline for placing the order. You can turn your order in at the
church office or in the offering plate. The plants can be picked up after the service on May 23rd.

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Buddy Allen, Lillie Bosler, Lisa Clark, Jack Cross, Marilyn Donis, Randy Dotter, Andrew Erb, Renae
Fosbenner, Charlie Greulich, Marie Grubb, David Haines, Harold Hieter, Marie Jones, Dennis
Laubach, Steve Law, Barbara Lehmann, Pat Matthews, Kenneth Miller, Deb Mullen, Barbara
Opachinski, Lenny Rafalko, June Reigner, Mary Jane Schaeffer and Charlene Wilson.
Please contact the church office with changes. Thank you.
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PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK:
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:

Psalm 80; Isaiah 5:1-7; Galatians 5:16-26
James 3:17-18; Isaiah 32:9-20
John 14:18-31; Isaiah 65:17-25
Psalm 98; Isaiah 49:5-6; Acts 10:1-34
Acts 10:34-43; Isaiah 42:5-9
Deuteronomy 32:44-47; Mark 10:42-45
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HOAGIE SALE
It must almost be summer because Heavenly Helpers has started their hoagie sale! The orders must
be in by May 13th. Pick up here at church is Thursday, May 20th between 5:30 PM and 6:30 PM. The
hoagies are so delicious. It’s ready made dinner – chef’s night off! These sales will be held monthly
throughout the summer. The funds raised from these hoagie sales support the activities of the
Mission Team of St. Mark’s and St. John’s.
Turkey Hoagies are $7.00 Italian Hoagies are $6.00 You can use this sheet to place your order
(you can place it in the offering plate) or you can call the church office or get in touch with Megan Sell
at mmarie.sell@gmail.com
Name _______________________________
Phone # _____________________________

Turkey - $7.00 each

Total # of turkey hoagies _________

# w/Onions ____ # No Onions _____ w/side Pepper_____

Italian - $6.00 each

Total # of Italian hoagies __________

# w/ Onions _____# No Onions_____ w/side Pepper_____

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE: _____________
Please indicate:
Payment included ______

Pay at pick up _________
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RED GERANIUMS FOR PENTECOST
May 23rd is Pentecost. We will be decorating the courtyard with red geraniums to celebrate this day.
If you wish to order red geraniums to help decorate, please use the form below to place your order.
The deadline for ordering is May 10th. You may pick up your geraniums after the worship service on
May 23rd.
NAME________________________________
PHONE ______________________________
PRICE: $4.25 EACH

# OF PLANTS ________ TOTAL DUE WITH ORDER $_____________
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